
Safeguarding Newsletter—Summer Term 1 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers  
All staff at Belle Vue have a responsibility to safeguard children but just a reminder to you that we have the 
following designated staff in place with responsibility for safeguarding: 
 
Mrs. C Davies—Designated Safeguarding lead 
Mrs. S Richardson—Deputy Safeguarding lead 
Mrs. A Perrett—Deputy Safeguarding Lead 
Mrs. C Mulligan—Deputy Safeguarding lead 
 
Governor responsible for safeguarding: Mrs. S Rose 
If you have any concerns regarding the safeguarding of a child/children please contact the school immediately on 
01384 389900 or email info@belle-vue.dudley.sch.uk. If you suspect a child is in immediate danger please ring 
999. If you have a concern during holiday time, please email safeguarding@belle-vue.dudley.sch.uk 

Responsible Communication—Your child and the use of mobile devices 
 
It’s not uncommon for children to have access to a mobile device at an early age. However, handing over a phone 
to a child without any prior training on texting etiquette can lead to unexpected consequences.  From excessive 
use of emojis to spam-like messaging habits, it is essential to teach children responsible communication skills. 
Additionally, being vigilant about their interactions can help identify potential safeguarding risks.  
 
This term’s safeguarding newsletter aims to give parents an insight as to how to keep your child/children safe 
when using a mobile device.  
 
When introducing a child to text messaging, it is crucial to lay a foundation of proper etiquette. Here are some key 
points to consider:  
 
 a) Clear Communication: Teach your child the importance of clear and concise messaging. Encourage them to 
express their thoughts in a way that is easily understood and avoids confusion. 
 
  b) Respectful Language: Emphasise the significance of 
respectful language and discourage the use of offensive or 
derogatory terms. Teach them to treat others over text messages 
with the same respect they would in face-to-face interactions.  



Top 3 Tips for Child Safety on Mobile Phones 

1. Set boundaries 

It’s important to set boundaries and limits with your children. Talk to them about the boundaries themselves, and 
your reasons for setting them. 

These boundaries could include screen time limits, restrictions on what apps they can use or where they can use 
their phone. 

By setting these limits, you can encourage children to still enjoy activities that stimulate their minds in other ways, 
such as sports, board games or reading. It also allows you to reclaim family time and ensure your child isn ’t using 
age-inappropriate apps. 

 

2. Utilise parental controls & engage with your child’s phone usage 
 

Parental controls allow you to see exactly what sites and apps your child is accessing on their smartphone, tablet 
or computer. It also lets you see how long they are spending on these devices.  
 
While there are many parental control apps to choose from, the standard choice is Google Family Link. Free to use, 
Google Family Link works with both Apple and Android devices. 
 

While you still may want to use a parental control app to check what your child is doing online, it’s always good to 
engage with them directly as well. By encouraging them to share what they are doing on their phone, you may get 
a better insight into risks such as cyberbullying or their social network use. 

 

3. Teach your children phone security  

By teaching your child a few security measures now, you will help them keep their devices secure in the long run. 
Examples include: 

 Don’t connect to public wi-fi as that may give hackers access to your child’s phone and information. 
 Don’t share passwords with friends or strangers.  

 Don’t overshare online – once a photo or video is out there, it can’t be taken back.  
 Keep your phone close in your bag or on-hand rather than leaving it in public places where it can be stolen.  

 Password protect the phone so that if it is stolen, personal photos or messages can’t be easily accessed. 
 

At what age should a child be given a mobile phone?  

In our modern-day, more than half of all 7-year-olds have their own mobile phone. However, every child is 
different and it will often depend on why you are considering giving them a phone.  

If you’re unsure whether your child is ready, here are some questions you may want to ask yourself:  

• Does your child need a phone to stay in touch for safety reasons?  

• Will your child understand the concept of limited minutes or in-app purchases? Will they understand the need 
to charge their cell phone and maintain battery life? 

• Is your child mature enough to use their phone responsibly?  

https://www.warc.com/newsandopinion/news/most-children-in-the-uk-own-a-mobile-by-age-seven/43179



